Amendments to the Claims : 

Please amend Claims 1 through 17, 19 through 32, 34 through 42, and 44 through 
46 to read, as follows. 

1. (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of developing devices, each of which includes a developer carrying 
member for carrying a developer to develop an electrostatic image formed on an image 
bearing member with a developer devel o per, and an associated [[a]] developer regulating 
member for regulating the developer carried on said developer carrying member; and 

common voltage applying means for applying voltages to said developer regulating 
members, 

wherein [[the]] voltages applied to said developer carrying members are variable 
independently from each other, and 

wherein when at least one of the [[said]] voltages a pplied to said developer carrying 
members varies, the voltages voltag e applied by said voltage applying means to said 
developer regulating members are [[is]] capable of being changed. 

2. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein at least 
when at least two of said [[a]] plurality of developing devices are in operation, the voltages 
are applied to said [[the]] developer carrying members associated with said at least two 
developing devices, devices in operation, and 
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wherein said developer regulating members associated with said at least two o f said 
developing devices in operation are supplied with the voltages a pphed by said voltage 
applying means. 

3. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein the 
voltages applied by said voltage applying means to said developer regulating members are 
determined by respective voltages applied to said developer carrying members. 

4. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein the 
voltages applied by said voltage applying means to said developer regulating members are 
determined on the basis of at least one of a maximum value and a and/o r minimum value of 
the voltages applied to said developer carrying members. 

5. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein the 
voltages appUed by said voltage applying means to said developer regulating members are 
determined on the basis of an average of the voltages applied to said developer carrying 
members. 

6. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein the 
voltages applied by said voltage applying means to said developer regulating members are 
determined such that potential differences differenc e between the voltages voltage applied 
by said voltage applying means to said developer regulating members and one of a 
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maximum value and [[or]] a minimum value of the voltages applied to said developer 
carrying members are members, is within a predetermined range. 

7. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein the 
voltages voltage applied by said voltage applying means to said developer regulating 
members are [[is]] determined such that potential differences between the voltages applied 
by said voltage applying means to said developer regulating members and the voltages 
applied to said developer carrying members, members are within a predetermined range. 

8. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein an assumed 
value of the voUages voltag e applied by said voltage applying means to said developer 
regulating members is determined on the basis of an average of the voltages applied to said 
developer carrying members, 

wherein when a maximum potential difference between the assumed value and the 
voltages applied to said developer carrying members m e mb e rs, is within a predetermined 
range, the assumed value is determined as being a value of the voltages tlic voltage appUed 
by said voltage applying means to said developer regulating members^ and 

wherein when the maximum potential difference is not within the predetermined 
range, the voltages voltage applied by said voltage applying means to said developer 
regulating members are [[is]] determined such that maximum potential difference is within 
the predetermined range rang e , by changing the assumed value. 



9. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 8, wherein a 
determination is made as to voltages such a voltage applied to said developer carrying 
members so as to provide a minimum potential difference between the voltages voltage 
applied by said voltage applying means to said developer regulating members and the 
voltages apphed to said developer carrying members, and 

when the potential difference between the thus determined voltages voltag e and the 
assumed value is not within a predetermined range, the assumed value is changed so that 
the [[said]] potential difference is within the predetermined range. 

10. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to any one of Claims 6 through 
Claims 6-9, further comprising an ambient condition ambience detecting means for 

detecting detection an ambient condition, 

wherein tiie [[said]] predetermined range is determined in accordance with an 
output of said ambient condition ambience detecting means. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 1 , wherein a range of 
the voltages appUed to said developer carrying members members, is limited to be within a 
predetermined range. 

12. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 11, wherein the 
voltages applied applications to said developer carrying members are determined such that 
potential differences between the voltages applied by said voltage applying means to said 
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developer regulating members and the voltages v o ltage applied by said developer carrying 
niembers are within a predetermined range. 

13. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to any one of Claims 6 
through 9, Claims 6-9, further comprising an ambient condition ambience detecting means 
for detecting det e ction an ambient condition, 

wherein the voltages voltage applied by said voltage applying means to said 
developer regulating members are [[is]] determined in accordance with an output of said 
ambient condition ambience detecting means. 

14. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein each of 
the voltages appUed to said developer carrying members is [[are]] changeable in 
accordance with a result of detected detection of densities of a reference image images 
formed by [[the]] respective ones of said developer carrying members. 

15. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 14, wherein the 
voltages applied by said voltage applying means to said developer regulating members are 
determined in accordance with a result of detected detection of densities of the reference 
images. 

16. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 14, wherein a [[the]] 
density of a [[the]] reference image is detected by formation of one of an [[the]] image of 
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said image bearing member and [[or]] an image transferred onto a transfer member from 
said image bearing member. 

17. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein the 
voltages, voltages wl i ich arc apphed to developer carrying members and wliich are variable 
arc variable. DC voltages. 

18. (Original) An apparatus according to Claim 1, further comprising a plurality 
of image bearing members, which are developed by said developer carrying members, 
respectively. 

19. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein each one 
of said pluralitv of developing devices is provided, together with said image bearing 
member, in a process cartridge, ca r tridge which is detachably mountable to a main 
assembly of die [[an]] image forming apparatus. 

20. (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of developing devices, each of which includes a developer carrying 
member for carrying a developer to develop an electrostatic image formed on an image 
bearing member with a developer, and an associated [[a]] developer regulating member for 
regulating the developer carried on said developer carrying member; and 

common voltage applying means for applying voltages to said developer regulating 
members, 
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wherein each of the voUages applied to said developer carrying members are 
changeable, and 

wherein the voltages applied by said voltage applying means to said developer 
regulating members are determined on the basis of [[the]] respective voltages applied to 
said developer carrying members. 

21. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 20, wherein when at 
least two of said when a plurality of developing devices are in operation, the voltages are 
applied to said [[the]] developer carrying members associated with said at least two 
developing devices, devices in o peration, and 

wherein said developer regulating members associated with said at least two of said 
developing devices in operation are supplied with the voltages applied by said voltage 
applying means. 

22. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 20, wherein the 
voltages applied by said voltage applying means to said developer regulating members are 
determined on the basis of at least one of a maximum value and a and/or minimum value of 
the voltages appUed to said developer carrying members. 

23. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 20, wherein the 
voltages applied by said voltage applying means to said developer regulating members are 
determined on the basis of an average of the voltages applied to each of said developer 
carrying members. 
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24. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 20, wherein the 
voltages applied by said voltage applying means to said developer regulating members are 
determined such that potential differences diff er ence between the voltages voltage applied 
by said voltage applying means to said developer regulating members and one of a 
maximum value and [[or]] a minimum value of the voltages applied to said developer 
carrying members are members, is within a predetermined range. 

25. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 20, wherein the 
voltages voltage applied by said voltage applying means to said developer regulating 
members are [[is]] determined such that potential differences between the voltages applied 
by said voltage applying means to said developer regulating members and the voltages 
applied to said developer carrying memb e rs, members are within a predetermined range. 

26. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 20, wherein an 
assumed value of the voltages voltag e applied by said voltage applying means to said 
developer regulating members are [[is]] determined on the basis of an average of the 
voltages applied to said developer carrying members, 

wherein when a maximum potential difference between the assumed value and the 
voltages appUed to said developer carrying members, is within a predetermined range, the 
assumed value is determined as being a value of the voltages the voltage appHed by said 
voltage applying means to said developer regulating means, and 

wherein when the maximum potential difference is not within the predetermined 
range, the voltages v o ltage appUed by said voltage applying means to said developer 
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regulating members are [[is]] determined such that maximum potential difference is within 
the predetermined range range; by changing the assumed value. 

27. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 26, wherein a 
determination is made as to the voltages such a voltage applied to said developer carrying 
members so as to provide a minimum potential difference between the voltages voltage 
applied by said voltage applying means to said developer regulating members and the 
voltages applied to said developer carrying members, and 

wherein when the potential difference between the thus determined voltages voltage 
and the assumed value is not within a predetermined range, the assumed value is changed 
so that the [[said]] potential difference is within the predetermined range. 

28. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to any one of Claims 24 
through 27. [[24-27,]] further comprising an ambient condition ambience detecting means 
for detecting det e cti o n an ambient condition, 

wherein the [[said]] predetermined range is determined in accordance with an 
output of said ambient condition ambience detecting means. 

29. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 20, further 
comprising an ambient condition ambi e nc e detecting means for detecting detection an 
ambient condition, wherein the voltages voltage applied by said voltage applying means to 
said developer regulating members are [[is]] determined in accordance with an output of 
said ambient condition ambience detecting means. 
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30. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 20, wherein each of 
the voltages applied to said developer carrying members, is [[are]] changeable in 
accordance with a result of detected densitv detecti o n of densities of a reference image 
images formed by the a respective one of said developer carrying members. 

31. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 30, wherein a [[the]] 
density of the reference image is detected by formation of one of an [[the]] image on said 
image bearing member and [[or]] an image transferred onto a transfer member from said 
image bearing member. 

32. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 20, wherein the 
voltages, voltages which a rc applied to developer carrying members and which are variable 
arc variable, DC voltages. 

33. (Original) An apparatus according to Claim 20, further comprising a plurality 
of image bearing members, which are developed by said developer carrying members, 
respectively. 

34. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 20, wherein each one 
of said plurahtv of developing devices is provided, together with said image bearing 
member, in a process cartridge, cartridge which is detachably mountable to a main 
assembly of the [[an]] image forming apparatus. 
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35. (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of developing devices, each of which includes a developer carrying 
member for carrying a developer to develop an electrostatic image formed on an image 
bearing member with a developer develop e r, and an associated [[a]] developer regulating 
member for regulating the developer carried on said developer carrying member; and 

common voltage applying means for applying voltages to said developer regulating 
members, 

wherein each of the voltages applied to said developer carrying members is [[are]] 
changeable in accordance with a result of a detected densitv detection of densities of a 
reference image images formed by a [[the]] respective one of said developer carrying 
members, and 

wherein a voltage applied by said voltage applying means to said developer 
regulating members are determined in accordance with a result of the detected densitv 
detection of densities of resp e ctive one of the reference image, images. 

36. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 35, wherein at least 
when at least two of said a plurality of developing devices are in operation, the voltages are 
appUed to said [[the]] developer carrying members associated with said developing 
devices, devices in operation, and 

wherein said developer regulating members associated with said at least two of said 
developing devices in operation are supplied with the voltages applied by said voltage 
applying means. 
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37. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 35, wherein the 
voltages applied by said voltage applying means to said developer regulating members are 
determined such that potential differences difFc r cncc between the voltages voltage applied 
by said voltage applying means to said developer regulating members and one of a 
maximum value ^id [[or]] a minimum value of the voltages applied to said developer 
carrying members are memb e rs, is within a predetermined range. 

38. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 35, wherein the 
voltages voltage applied by said voltage applying means to said developer regulating 
members are [[is]] determined such that potential differences between the voltages applied 
by said voltage applying means to said developer regulating members and the voltages 
applied to said developer carrying members are within a predetermined range, members. 

39. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 37 or 38, further 
comprising an ambient condition ambience detecting means for detecting detecti o n an 
ambient condition, 

wherein the [[said]] predetermined range is determined in accordance with an 
output of said ambient condition anibicncc detecting means. 

40. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 35, further 
comprising an ambient condition ambience detecting means for detecting d e t e ction an 
ambient condition, wherein the voltages voltage applied by said voltage applying means to 
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said developer regulating means are [[is]] determined in accordance with an output of said 
ambient condition ambience detecting means. 

41. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 35, wherein a [[the]] 
density of a [[the]] reference image is detected by one of formation of the image on said 
image bearing member mid [[or]] an image transferred onto a transfer member from said 
image bearing member. 

42. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 35, wherein the 
voltages, voltag e s which arc applied to developer carrying members and which are 
variable, variabl e arc DC voltages. 

43. (Original) An apparatus according to Claim 35, further comprising a plurality 
of image bearing members, which are developed by said developer carrying members, 
respectively. 

44. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 35, wherein each one 
of said developing devices is provided, together with said image bearing member, in a 
process cartridge, cartridge which is detachably mountable to a main assembly of the [[an]] 
image forming apparatus. 



- 14- 



45. (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of developing devices, each of which includes a developer carrying 
member for carrying a developer to develop an electrostatic image formed on an image 
bearing member with a developer, and a developer regulating member for regulating the 
developer carried on said developer carrying member; and 

a common voltage applying means for applying a voltage to said developer 
regulating member. 

46. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to Claim 45, further 
comprising a plurality of voltage applying means for applying voltages to said developer 
carrying members, [[and]] 

wherein the voltages applied to said respective said developer carrying member are 
independently changeable. 
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